The atmosphere I create through room decoration is nontraditional for high school. All my windows have sheer white curtains which let in sunlight and soften the institutional feel of the classroom. Mnemonic devices, mobiles, plants, prompts for writing, publishing areas, illumination supplies, colorful posters, computers, and hundreds of examples of contemporary, multicultural prose and poetry fill our space. As the year progresses, student writing takes over wall areas and bulletin boards called the "author wall" and "power lines." Student desks are never in straight rows, and they are arranged differently every week.
During graduate work, I took a business course designed to teach the implementation of nonthreatening change. An implicit idea was that the arrangement of an office speaks volumes about an executive's attitudes toward employees and is an excellent way to change perceptions. Tom Romano's Clearing the Way states, " . . . secondary English teachers' classrooms will reflect their personalities, .. philosophies of education, knowledge of writing, commitment, and understanding of teenagers" (59). Convinced, I approached learning atmosphere through classroom arrangement. My desk faces the wall in the corner, eliminating a barrier between my students and me. I have no lectern or designated spot from which I speak; this tells my students that the focus of the room is not on me but on them. All of my personal books (texts and reference materials) are mixed in the bookcases with books for students. This says that all of us share resources, and I trust everyone to use any text.
The atmosphere I create through room decoration is nontraditional for high school. All my windows have sheer white curtains which let in sunlight and soften the institutional feel of the classroom. Mnemonic devices, mobiles, plants, prompts for writing, publishing areas, illumination supplies, colorful posters, computers, and hundreds of examples of contemporary, multicultural prose and poetry fill our space. As the year progresses, student writing takes over wall areas and bulletin boards called the "author wall" and "power lines." Student desks are never in straight rows, and they are arranged differently every week.
When students arrive the first day of school, my bulletin board says, "Welcome to Room 156 Where We Learn from Each Other." Before leaving the last day of school, they take one more look at a place where they felt safe, cherished, and free to be honest with themselves and with me.
A Circle of Learning
Mary Britton-Simmons Woodinville High School, Washington 98072 Like my teaching philosophy, the physical arrangement of my classroom has evolved. Twenty years ago, straight rows and the teacher as the "sage on the stage" were the norm. Today my classroom reflects my belief that we form a community of thinkers where student opinion is central, encouraged and respected. Student desks are arranged in one large circle. In the center is a table where I take roll and where I work with medium-sized groups of students. My teacher desk is in a corner of the room facing a window from which I can enjoy fresh air and sun (rare in Seattle) after students have left for the day.
As the teacher, I facilitate, not dictate, the learning in my classroom. To fulfill this role during class discussions, I sit at a student desk in the circle. I do not have my own desk but rather move to whatever desk happens to be empty, so I sit next to many students in the course of the trimester. Facing one another facilitates communication. Students readily share their thoughts, questions,
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National Council The most important physical arrangement I've made is the walls. I haven't changed them; I allow the students to. At the local record store, I explained to the manager that I needed posters for my room. So she started collecting the numerous promos that accompany each record release. I asked students to choose their favorites, had the posters laminated, and let students decide where to put them. They usually decide to put their favorite posters near their own seats. I can't prove it, but this does seem to give them some territorial rights. Then one day a senior moans, "I'm so tired of sitting on hard chairs!" "Hey!" Senior girl pipes up. "We're throwing away a sofa today. It's right there outside our house." I'm in one of those time-for-some-outrageousness moods and I whisper, "Go for it." Three football players slip out the door. In less than ten minutes, they are back, carrying a brown plaid sofa.
Today, our classroom has pink and lavender walls accented with wallpaper. Water flute music flows from the boombox. A northwest window with perfect light nurtures a grouping of plants. Amid the greenery creaks an old rocking chair. Across the room two sofas and two tables form a "conversation pit"--designed as a place for up to fifteen students to sit, to work, and to discuss. An old furry afghan laps over the arm of one. A cardboard book shelf displays pamphlets, student work, and anything designed to stimulate and facilitate student writing.
I believe a classroom can be a safe, comfortable room for learning. And now I believe I'll wrap that afghan around me, settle down, and seriously consider my next narrative. Maybe some students will drift in, and they can help me brainstorm.
A Cozy Classroom Design
Kathy Proctor James B. Hunt High School, Wilson, North Carolina 27893 Since I often incorporate cooperative learning, peer editing, and class competitions, I have designed the students' desks around these learning activities. The twenty-eight desks are arranged in seven groups of four, with about two feet of space between each group so the divisions are evident. To better define the groupings, I have arranged the desks in various ways, some facing the front of the classroom, others slanted, some in a straight line, others facing the opposite side of the room. In each group, students have clear vision of the board, the overhead projector, one another, and me.
Near my desk are the tables for an after-school writing center. It is far enough away from the other desks to seem separate, but close enough for students with a little extra time to peruse various current reading materials available there. Various posters about the writing process decorate the wall nearest this center and remind all students to revise and edit before they turn in final drafts.
An optimal learning environment emerges when teachers design classrooms that simply "feel right." For me, lessening student anxiety is essential, and the arrangement of my classroom is designed to exude comfort and informality while still emphasizing the learning process.
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